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58,645 QSO target spectra*

Year One

24,296 objects with z>0.02

15,306 objects with z>2.20

*all visually inspected by FPG!



Coverage





SDSS DR7 
(Schneider et al. 2010)



Target Selection

Sheldon, Myers, Yeche, Kirkpatrick et al.



Sheldon, Myers, et al.



Sheldon, Myers, et al.



CORE and BONUS



boss7



  10783  targets over 257.01 deg 2  at 41.96 deg-2



  1347 z>=2.20 over 86.87 deg2 @ 15.51 deg-2

  10783  targets over 257.01 deg 2  at 41.96 deg-2

BONUS



  957 z>=2.20 over 86.87 deg2 @ 11.18 deg-2

  6406  targets over 257.01 deg 2  at 24.93 deg-2

CORE



Belokurov et al. (2006, ApJ, 642, L137)

“Field of Streams”



BONUS 

15.46 deg-2  from 
>40 targets deg-2



CORE 

9.42 deg-2  from 
≈20 targets deg-2



Stripe 82



Variability



Target QSO
QSO
>2.15

QSO
deg-2

QSO z>2.15
deg-2

Known 1275 1200 1185 13.33 13.16

FIRST 87 56 48 0.62 0.53

BONUS 3255 2666 2101 29.62 23.34

BOSS 
QSOs

3451 2806 2227 31.17 24.74

TOTAL
QSOs

3713 2425 41.25 26.94

20 plates, 90.0 deg2

Palanque-Delabrouille,  Yeche et al.
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N(z)



BOSS

Aubourg, Petitjean, Strauss et al. 
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Aubourg, Petitjean, Strauss et al. 
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Spectra (!!)



Paris, Petitjean, et al.



Paris, Petitjean, et al.





Petitjean, Brandt et al. 



Petitjean et al. 



https://trac.sdss3.org/wiki/BOSS/quasars



• I’m sure I’ll leave somebody out....sorry!

• Scott Anderson, Lauren Anderson, Eric Aubourg,  
Vaishali Bhardwaj, Michael Blanton, Niel Brandt, Adam 
Bolton, Bill Carithers, Natalia Connolly,  Andreau 
Font, Joseph Hennawi, Shirley Ho, David Hogg, Jessica 
Kirkpatrick, K.G. Lee, Britt Lundgren, Richard 
McMahon, Sajjan Mehta, Peter Nugent, Nathalie 
Palanque-Delabrouille, Isabelle Paris, Patrick Petitjean, 
Jim Rich, Gordon Richards, Nic Ross, David 
Schiminovich, David Schlegel, Don Schneider, Erin 
Sheldon,  Anz ͮe Slosar, Michael Strauss, David 
Weinberg,  Anja Weyant, Martin White, Michael 
Wood-Vasey & Christophe Yeche














